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Ambassador Néstor Popolizio Bardales, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Peru, welcomed Their Excellencies the Ministers of Foreign Affairs of all the countries participating in the Summits process. Specifically, Minister Popolizio commended all the delegations for the tremendous effort they had made through the seven SIRG meetings over the past few months to produce such a document as the “Lima Commitment.” Saying he would like to see the document adopted at the outset, he made two announcements: firstly, that the delegation of the United States was withdrawing its ad referendums on two paragraphs of the preamble to the document, and that they would instead become an endnote to said document, with Minister Popolizio expressing his gratitude in this regard; and secondly, that because other delegations still had their ad referendums, he would offer those delegations the floor so they could speak to the matter. 

The Chair of the SIRG gave the floor to the Foreign Minister of Bolivia, who argued that the issue of corruption was one of the greatest challenges, given the ways in which it impacted democracy and development in the countries of the region. The Minister said he was also very concerned about the unilateral exclusion of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela from the Eighth Summit of the Americas, adding that this did not contribute to integration and strengthening of relations among the sovereign states of the Hemisphere. The Foreign Minister of Bolivia added that no regulation or procedure whatsoever had been applied other than the political stance taken by a group of countries against Venezuela, in breach of every diplomatic practice and international law. 

The Foreign Minister of Bolivia agued further that the Summit of the Americas should be the primary forum for hemispheric dialogue to address issues uniting and dividing the 35 countries. He noted that history had shown that interference and blockades had failed to reap results. Addressing the Foreign Ministers, he pointed out that Bolivia did appreciate the concerted effort made by the Government of Peru to organize the Eighth Summit of the Americas, as well as the commitment of all the states. Hence, he explained, Bolivia would not stand in the way of adoption of the “Draft Lima Commitment,” and henceforth no country should be excluded from the process.

Ambassador Popolizio then offered the floor to the Foreign Minister of Suriname, who expressed her gratitude and appreciation to the Peruvian government for its work and leadership of the process. Stating that the SIRG meetings provided an arena to discuss and address topics of importance to the Hemisphere, she stressed that given recent political developments in the Hemisphere, global commitments to sustainable development must be fulfilled. The Surinamese Foreign Minister said she was aware that a participatory approach was the only way to discuss and address issues of such great significance to the Hemisphere.

With regard to strengthening democratic governance and fighting corruption, the Foreign Minister noted that they called for considerable effort from every sector, including the private sector, at all levels. Stressing that it was vital for all countries to be involved in the hemispheric discussions, she also thanked the host country for its effort to ensure that the final document reflect delegations’ opinions. Suriname expressed concern about the process of deliberating the “Draft Lima Commitment,” which she described as not inclusive because it excluded one country.

Suriname reaffirmed its support for dialogue to continue, calling on the countries to continue with it, as this would help to preserve peace in the region, foster political stability, and promote democratic governance. Concluding, she stressed the importance of adopting mandates, and remarked that although not pleased with the exclusion of Venezuela, her delegation would withdraw Suriname’s ad referendum.

Taking the floor again, the SIRG Chair, Mr. Popolizio, said he understood that both Bolivia and Suriname had withdrawn the ad referendums they respectively had requested be placed in the document, and thanked them for their support in this regard. Minister Popolizio mentioned the recent political crisis in Peru, explaining that it was resolved in keeping with the constitution – a process that had to be followed. 

The Peruvian Foreign Minister declared the Draft Lima Commitment: “Democratic Governance against Corruption” (GRIC/M.1/doc.37/18 corr. 1) adopted by the Foreign Ministers, whereupon the plenary applauded. Minister Popolizio announced that the document would be referred to the Heads of State and Government for further discussion and debate at the Eighth Summit of the Americas.

He thanked the delegations for their participation and contributions over the past few months, then insisted that the theme of the Eighth Summit was an absolutely current issue and that it was extremely important for concrete measures to be adopted through international cooperation to tackle corruption, and for institutions to be strengthened more and more to ensure democratic governance in the region. 

There being no further comments, Minister Popolizio adjourned the meeting at 4:30 p.m.
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